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the canvas hood over the motor, we put the fire-pot inside for
forty-five minutes to warm the engine—as we always did before
starting. Then we cranked the engine. After a couple of weak turns
the propeller would stop with a choke. Five times we did this,
with the same result. Kenyon knew better than I what was wrong,
and, after connecting the antenna wire from the radio battery to
the starter, he had the propeller going in no time. Then we pulled
out of the drift.
Next, under a forbidding sky, we loaded everything back on
again., finally striking and packing our tent. But before we could
stow the tent away in the fuselage, a heavy storm broke from the
south-east—thick snow and a high wind. We could do nothing but
secure the plane, pitch camp again, and start the Primus stove.
Thus ended the sixth day of our imprisonment at Camp HI. It
was the lowest moment of our crossing. Recklessly we drained the
last of our pint of alcohol, then prepared supper. My left foot
remained numb and seemed to have no toes at all. Outside, the
storm raged.
Hollick-Kenyon was a quiet chap. His silences made even the
Norwegians seem talkative. During the weeks we were together in
Antarctica—the only human beings on a continent—he volunteered
but two remarks that were not answers to questions or pertaining
to some work in hand. Now, as we ate our pemmican, he suddenly
uttered the first of them.
"Maybe this is all meant to try us out," he said.
I was startled to realise how nearly he had voiced what was in
my own mind, and I remembered the beautiful promise in the old
hymn:
So long Thy power has blest me, sure it still
Will lead me on.
That was my spirit and my faith. By this I do not mean to imply
that I was enjoying the experience. Quite the contrary. As I turned
in that night I wrote disgustedly in my diary: "God forbid this
aeroplane stuff, anyway I"
It might have seemed a slender thread indeed to which we clung,
had we but given thought to it. There we were—two lone human
beings on an ice-capped continent the size of North America.

